Table-1: Demographic data of the patients
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Number of the patients
	22

	Gender, male 
	15 (68%)

	Current age, months 
	75 (40-115)

	Age at time of tracheostomy, months 
	6 (3-34)

	Duration of tracheostomy, months 
	32.5 (19.5-68)

	The number of patients on home ventilator
	15 (71%)

	Comorbidities associated with indication for tracheostomy 
	

	Neuromuscular disease
	14 (64%)

	Chronic lung disease
	4 (18%)

	Congenital heart disease
	2 (9%)

	Other
	2 (9%)

	Bacteriology of tracheal aspirates
	

	P. aeuginosa
	17 (77 %)

	K. pneumonia
	3 (14 %)

	A. baumanni
	2 (9%)

	More than one bacteria
	5 (22.7%)



Continuous variables are expressed as median (25th, 75th percentile). Categorical data are expressed as n (%).

